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FORAGE SORGHUM/SUDAN feed



Pioneer® brandSummer feed

Key

1 = Poor, 9 = Excellent. 
Ratings based on 
Pioneer research 

comparisons with 
other Pioneer® brand 

sorghum/sudan hybrids.

First to plant, first to feed. The next generation hybrid.
Rapid early growth and quick recovery after 
grazing or cutting. Bettagraze offers a high 
sugar content, fine stems and disease-free 
leaves. Its delayed heading makes it highly 
suitable for grazing, silage or hay production. 
A larger seed size means Bettagraze can be 
planted into the soil moisture zone allowing 
good establishment, even in dry seed beds. 
Suitable for grazing with dairy or beef.

Bag size: 25 kg

Recommended planting rate: 
25 - 45 kg/ha 

Planting depth: 3 - 5 cm

Ideal for grazing, Super Sweet Sudan (SSS) 
has super fine stems and a prolific tillering 
habit. High quality small seed means you 
sow less kilograms on every hectare. 
Leaves are super fine and super sweet 
making SSS an excellent choice for silage 
or hay. Highly palatable at all stages of 
growth. Suitable for grazing with sheep, 
beef or dairy.

Bag size: 15 kg

Recommended planting rate: 
15 - 25 kg/ha 

Planting depth: 2.5 - 3.5 cm

Max 9 Max 9
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Silage making Silage making

Fast feed Fast feed

Hay making Hay making

Sheep grazing Sheep grazing

Beef grazing Beef grazing

Dairy grazing Dairy grazing

BETTAGRAZE SSS

If you’re in a warm part of the country, 
forage sorghum and sudan grass hybrids 
are a great summer feed option that can 

be grazed or harvested and stored as silage  
or hay for when you need it most.

Fast summer feed for late planting 

If you are planting in November or December, choosing 
forage sorghum and sudan gives you fast feed. Crops can be 
cut or grazed once they reach 1 m in height which, given ideal 
conditions, could be as little as 35 to 45 days after planting. 

Drought tolerant
Forage sorghum and sudan grass hybrids have an 
extensive secondary root system and a waxy leaf surface 
giving them a significantly higher water use efficiency than 
most pasture species. This makes them the ideal crop for 
warm, dry weather. 

Pioneer® brand products offer two product options – 
Bettagraze (forage sorghum x sudan) which has become a 
trusted performer and Super Sweet Sudan (SSS) which is a 
high yielding sudan x sudan hybrid.



New Zealand trials show the yield advantage of 
Pioneer when compared to competitor products.

1 Significant (P<0.05) yield advantage to SSS       2 Highly significant (P<0.01) yield advantage to SSS

Super Sweet Sudan (SSS) compared with Pacific Octane (4 replicated trials)1

Average yield per cut (kgDM/ha)

Average yield per cut (kgDM/ha)

Super Sweet Sudan (SSS) compared with Pacific Sprint (14 replicated trials)2

Pioneer® brand SSS

Pioneer® brand SSS

Pacific Octane

Pacific Sprint

5,267

5,616

6,022

5,062

SSSBettagraze

Seed information

 Suitable for sheep or cattle

 Planting depth: 2.5 - 3.5cm

 Higher feed quality than Bettagraze

 Fine with leafy stems

 Excellent seedbed management

 Slightly less cool tolerant than 
Bettagraze. Always plant when the 
soil temperature is at 18°C and rising

 Suitable for sheep or cattle

 Planting depth: 3 - 5cm

 Lower feed quality than SSS

 Wider leaves with thicker stems

 Good seedbed management

 Slightly more cool tolerant than 
SSS. Always plant when the soil 
temperature is at 18°C and rising

Bettagraze seed should be 
planted into the soil moisture 
zone at a depth of 3 - 5cm, 
allowing good establishment 
even in drier planting 
conditions. SSS is a smaller 
seed which should be planted 
at a depth of 2.5 - 3.5cm.

SSSBettagraze

Stressed forage sorghum plants can accumulate prussic acid which can be toxic. Take care when grazing 
droughted, frosted or cold stressed crops. Animal health problems may arise when nitrate levels of any plant 
are too high. Test nitrate levels prior to grazing or harvesting your crop as silage or hay.



STEPHEN BALL  
DARGAVILLE &  
FAR NORTH 
M 027 507 4881 
sball@genetic.co.nz

COREY THORN  
WHANGAREI &  
WELLSFORD 
M 027 886 0221 
cthorn@genetic.co.nz

GIL DALLAS 
HUNTLY & SOUTH 
AUCKLAND 
M 027 275 2147  
gdallas@genetic.co.nz

WARREN COULSON 
HAURAKI PLAINS & 
COROMANDEL
M 027 838 7869 
wcoulson@genetic.co.nz

BRENT BISHOP  
NORTH WAIKATO & 
NORTHLAND
M 027 554 3315 
bbishop@genetic.co.nz 

MATTE KIRK  
HAMILTON NORTH & WEST, 
MORRINSVILLE WEST
M 027 222 2403 
mkirk@genetic.co.nz

GRANT DOUGLAS  
MATAMATA &  
MORRINSVILLE SOUTH 
M 027 554 3316 
gdouglas@genetic.co.nz

For more information on summer feed and management tips  
contact your local merchant or Area Manager

more online at  
pioneer.nz/contact-us

talk to us  
0800 746 633 youtube.com/pioneerbrandproductsnz

facebook.com/pioneerbrandproducts
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The information in this publication is general in nature only. Although the information in this publication is believed to be accurate, no liability (whether 
as a result of negligence or otherwise) is accepted for any loss of any kind that may arise from actions based on the contents of this publication. 
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CRAIG MAXWELL  
CENTRAL &  
SOUTHERN WAIKATO  
& BAY OF PLENTY 
M 027 2240 917 
cmaxwell@genetic.co.nz

LOGAN SCOTT  
CENTRAL &  
SOUTH WAIKATO
M 027 471 0116 
lscott@genetic.co.nz

BEN GORDON  
SOUTH WAIKATO & 
CENTRAL PLATEAU 
M 027 422 7604 
bgordon@genetic.co.nz

MATT TOWERS  
TE AWAMUTU WEST  
& KING COUNTRY 
M 027 255 3048 
mtowers@genetic.co.nz

ROBIN BILLETT  
BAY OF PLENTY 
M 027 273 0497 
rbillett@genetic.co.nz

SIMON BEGLEY  
NORTH HAWKE’S BAY  
& EAST COAST 
M 027 590 8072 
sbegley@genetic.co.nz

MARK BURKE  
HAWKE’S BAY &  
LOWER NORTH ISLAND 
M 027 451 3987 
mburke@genetic.co.nz

DAVID MCDONALD 
TARANAKI &  
RANGITIKEI 
M 027 276 5439 
dmcdonald@genetic.co.nz

ALAN BUNNING  
NORTH TARANAKI 
M 027 206 0147 
abunning@genetic.co.nz

KIM SHARPE  
SOUTH TARANAKI 
M 027 528 0012 
ksharpe@genetic.co.nz

HELEN FRANCE 
SOUTHERN  
MANAWATU & 
HOROWHENUA
M 027 239 0279 
hfrance@genetic.co.nz

JO BALFOUR 
WAIRARAPA &  
TARARUA 
M 027 839 1579 
jbalfour@genetic.co.nz

JOANNE AMYES  
SOUTH ISLAND 
M 027 839 7657 
jamyes@genetic.co.nz 


